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NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 

“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be, 
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof.” 
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May 25, 1994 (Senate Executive Report No. 103-29, 
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Advice and consent to ratification by the Senate 
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Ratification of the United States of America deposited October 21, 1994; 
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Intemational. Convention on the Elimillation ot All J'orma ot 
Racial Discr1minatioo 

The States Parties to this Convention, 

Considering tha.t the Charter ot the United lfaticms is based on the principJ.es of the dignity 
and equality inherent ill all hum.an beinsa, ezi4· that all Member States have pleda«\ themselves to 
take joint and separate action, in co-operaticm with the Organizaticm, tor the achievement ot one 

ot the purposes of the United lll'ations which ia to promote and encourq:e universal respect for and 
observance of hum.an rights and f'Undalll.entaJ. freedoms tor all, without distinction aa to race, sex, 
l.angu.e.ge or reliSion, 

Considering tha.t the Universal. Declaration ot Human Bights proclaima that all hum.an beings 

are bom tree and equal in digoity and rights and that everyone is entitled to all the rights Bild 

treed.ans set out therein, without distinction of BllY kind, in particular as to race, colour or 

national oriSin, 

Considering that all human beings are equal before the law and are entitled to equal 

protection ot the law against any discriminaticm and against any incitement to discrimination, 

Considering that the United Nations bas condemned coloniallam and all practices ot segregation 

and discrimination associated therewith, in whatever tOl'lll and wherever they exist, and that the 

Declaration on the Granting ot Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples of 14 December 1960 

(General Aasembly resolution 1514 (XV)) bas affirmed and solemnly proclaimed the necessity ot 
brinSing them to a speedy and unc011di'tionaJ. end, 

Considering that the United lfations Declaration on the El.imillation of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination of 20 November 196} (General .Assembly resolution 1!)04 (XVIII)) sol~ affirms 

the necessity of speedily eliminating racial di~cr1mination throughout the world in all its forms 

~d manifestations and of securing understanding of and respect for the dignity of the human person 

Convinced tha.t any doctrine of superiority baaed on racial differentiation is acientificaJ.ly 

false, moraJ.ly condemnable, socially unjust and dangerous, and that there is no justification for 

racial discrimination, in theory or in practice, anywhere, 

Reai'tirming that discrimination between human beinss on the grounds of race, colour or 

ethnic oriSin is an obstacle to triendly and peaceful relations llllClllg uations and is capable of 
disturbing peace and security among peoples and the harml:lo.y of persons living side by side even 

within one and the same State, 

Convinced that the existence of racial barriers is repugoant to the ideals ot any hum.a.n 

society, 
~ by mall.ifestations of racial discr1mination still in evidence in sane areas of the 

world and by governmental policies based on racial slliP8Z'iority or hatred, auch as policies ot 
apartheid, segregation or separation, 
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Resolved to adopt all neceBBary measures for speed1]¥ eliminating racial discrimination in 

all its forms and manifestations• and to prevent and cClllbat racist doctrines and practices in 
order to prQlllOte understanding between races and to build. mi international CClllllllWlity tree f:raa 

all forms of racial segregation end racial discrimination, 

Bea.ring in lllind the ConventiClll cOD.clll'lling Diacrimination in reapect of ~t end 

Occupation adopted by the International Labour Organisation 1n 1958, and the Convention against 

Discrimination in Education adopted b)' the UDited Naticxis Educational, Scientific and OUJ.tural 

Organization in 19$0, 
Desiring to implement the ~cipl.111 embodied in the United Nations Declaration on the 

Elimination of All Forms ot Racial Discrimination and to secure the earliest adapt;ion ot 
practical measures to that end, 

Have weed as follows: 

PART I 

Article l 

l. In this Convention, the term "racial discriminatiClll" sball mean any distinction, exclusiClll, 

restriction or preference based on race, colour, descent, ar national or ethnic origl.n which bas 
the purpose or effect ot nullify.l.ng or :!.mpairing the recos;ni.tion, enjOJlllent or exercise, CID an 

equal footing, o:f human rights and fundamental treedCllllll in the political, econa:aic, social, 

cultural. or MY other field. of public lite. 

2. This convention shall not appJ.¥ to distinctions, exclusions, restrictions or preferences 

made by a State Party to this Convention between citizens end non-citizens. 

:; • · Notll:l.ng in this Convention may be interpreted as ·affecting in any wa,y the legal provisions 

of States Parties concerning nationality, citizenship or naturalization, provided that. such 

provisions do not discriminate against eny particular nationality. 

4. Special. measures ta.ken for the so1e purpose of aeC1ll'iJlg adequate advancement of certain 

racial or ethnic groups or individuals requiring such protection as ma.y be neceaaary 1n order 

to ensure such groups or individuals equal enj~t or exercise ot human rights and :t'Undmnental 

freedoms shall not be deemed racial discrimination, provided, however, that such measures do not, 

as a. consequence, lead to tbe maintenance of separate rights tor ditterent raC1al groups and 

that they shall not be cantinued after the objectives far which they were ta:ken have been 

achieved. 

Article 2 

l. States Parties condemn racial discrimination and undertake to pursue by all ap;propriate 

means and Without dela,y a policy of eliminating racial diecrimiDati«Vin all its tonu end 

pranoting understanding lllllOllg all races, and, to this endl 
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(!!,;) Each State Party undertakes to eng&&e in no act or practice of racial discrimination 

against persons, groups of persons or institutions and to ensure that all public authorities 

and public institutions, national and local, shall act in conformity with this obligation; 

(!?) Each State Party undertakes not to sponsor, defend or support racial discrimination 
by any persons or organizations; 

(:,) Each State Party shall take effective measures to review governmental, national and 

local policies, and to amend, rescind or nullify any laws and regulations which have the effect 
of creating or perpetuating racial discrimination wherever it exists; 

(!!_) Each State Party shall prohibit and bring to an end, by all appropriate means, 
including legislation a.a required by circumstances, racial discrimination by any persons, group 
or organization; 

(!.) Each State Party undertakes to encour&&e, where appropriate, integrationist 

mu.l.ti-racial organizations and movements and other means of eliminating barriers between races, 

and to discourage anything which tends to strengthen racial division. 

2. States Parties shall, when the circumstances so warrant, take, in the social, economic, 

cuJ.tural and other fields, special and concrete measures to ensure the adequate developnent and 

protection ot certain racial groups or individuals belonging to them, tor the purpose of 

guarantee1ng them the full and equal enj~t ot human rights and :t'Undamental freedoms. These 

measures shall in no case ente.11 a.a a consequence the maintenance of unequal. or separate rights 

for different racial ivoups after the objectives for which they were taken have been achieved • 

.Article } 

States Parties particularly condeim racial 11egregat1on and ape.rtheid and undertake to 
prevent, prohibit and eradicate all practices of this nature 1n territories under :their 

Jurisdiction. 

Article 4 

States Parties condemn all propfl&anda and all organizations which are baaed on idea.a or 

theories of superiority of one race or group of persons of one colour or ethnic origin, or which 

attempt to Justify or promote racial hatred and d1scrilll1nat1on 1n any form., and undertake to 

adopt ~ate and positive measures designed to eradicate all incitement .to, or acts of, such 

discrim1hation and, to this end, with due regard to the 1Jl1.Dciples embodied 1n the Universal 

Decle.ra~ion of Human Rights and the rights expreaaly set forth 1n article :> of this convention, 

inter e.lia: 

(!,) Shall declare an offence punishab1e by l&w all dissemination of ideas based on racial 

superiority or hatred, incitement to racial discrimination, a.s well as all acts of violence or 
incitement to such acts against azq' race or groQp o't persons of another cOl!)Ur ar ethnic origin, 

and also the provision ot: azq' aasistance to r&eist acti'Vities, 1ncluding the finazi.cing thereof; 
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(£.) Shall decl.e.re illegal and prohibit organizations, and also organized and all other 

propaganda activitiea, which promote and incite racial discrimination, and shall recognize 

participation in auch organizations or activities u an offence punishe.bl.e by J.e.w; 

(s) Shall not permit public authorities or public institutions, national or l.ocal, to 

promote or incite racial. discriminatiai. 

Articl.e 5 

In compliance with the :t'wldSlllenta.l obligations laid dawn 1n article 2 of this Convention, 

States Parties undertake to prohibit and to eliminate racial. discrimination in all its forms 

and to guarantee the right of everyone, Without distinctiCll a.a to race, colour, or national or 

ethnic origin, to equality before the law, notably in the enjoyment of the following rights: 

(!!:,) Tbe right to equal. treatment before the tribUna.ls and all other organs .administering 

j1.1Stice; 

(~) Tbe right to security of persClll and protection by the State against violence or 

bodily ha.rill, whether inflicted by government officials or by any individual., group or 

institution; 

· (£) Political rights, in perticllla.r the rights to participate in elections - to vote and 

to stand for election - on the basis of universal and equal. suffrage, to take part in the 

Government as well a.a in the conduct ot public a.ttairs a.t any level and to have equal access 

to public service; 

(g) other civil rights, in particular: 

(i) The right to :freedom ot movement and residence Within the border ot the State; 

(ii) 	 Tbe right to leave any country, 1ncl.uding one•s own, and to return to one's 

country; 

(iii) The right to naticna.lity; 

(iv) 	 The right to marriage and choice ot spauae; 

(v) The right to own property a.lone a.a well a.a in association with others; 

(vi) 	The right to inherit; 

(vii) Tbe right to 'freed.aa of thought, conscience and religion; 

(viii) The right to f'reedan ot opinion and eicpression; 

(ix) Tbe right to treedan of peace:t'lll assembly and association; 

(~) Economic, social and cultural rights, in particul&r: 

. (i) The rights to work, to tree choice ot ~t, to jwat and favourable 

conditions ot work, to protection against un~t. to equal pa;y tar equal. 

work, to .1~t and tavourab1e remuneration; 
(ii) 	The right to :f'01'11L' and .foin traAe uniou; · 

http:freed.aa
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(iii) The right to housing; 

(iv) The right to public heal.th, medical. care, social. security and social. services; 
(v) The right to education and training; 

(vi) The right to equal. participation in cul.tural. activities; 

(~) Tbe right of access to any place or service intended for use by the general public, 

such aa transport, hotels, restaurants, caf~s, theatres and parks. 


Article 6 

States Parties shall assure to everyone within their jurisdiction effective protection and 

remedies, through the competent national tribunals and other State institutions, against any 

acts of racial. discrimination which Violate his human rights and fundamental. freedoms contrary 
to this Convention, as well as the right to seek fran such tribunal.a just and adequate 

reparation or satisfaction for any damage suffered a.a a resul.t of such discrimination. 

Article 7 

States Parties undertake to adopt immediate and effective measures, particular)¥ in the 

fields of teaching, education, cul.ture and information, with a view to combating prejudices 

which lead to racial discrimination and to promoting understanding, tolerance and friendship 

among nations and racial or ethnical groups, as well as to propagating the purposes and 

principles of the Chartel' of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of' Human Rights, the 

United Nations DeclaratiOll on the Elimination of AlJ. Forms of Racial. Discrimination, and this 

Convention. 

PART II 

Article 8 

l. There shall be established a Oammittee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 


(hereinafter referred to as the Oammittee) consisting of eighteen experts of high moral. 


standing and acknowledged impartiality elected by States Parties f'ran among their nationals, 

who shall serve in their pusonal capacity, consideration being given to equitable geographical. 


distribution and to the representation of the different fOl'IDB of civilization aa well as of 


the principal. legal. systems. 


2. The members of the Comnittee shall be elected by secret ballot from a list of persons 


nominated by the States Parties. Each State Party m.a.y nominate one person fran among its own 


nationals. 

;;. The initial election shall be held six months after the date of the entry into force of 


this Convention. At least three months before the date of each election the Secretary-General 


of the United Nations shall address a letter to the States Parties illviting them to submit 

their nominations w1thin two 11¥X1ths. The Secretary-General. shall prepare a list in al.phabetical. 

order of all. pel'sons thus nominated, indicating the States Parties which have nominated them, 


and shall submit it to the States Parties. 
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4. Elections of the members of the Committee sbal.l be held at a meeting of states Parties 

convened by the Secretary-General. at United Nations Headquarters. At that meeting, for vhich 
tvo-thirds of the States Parties shall collStitute a quo?'Wll, the persons elected to the 

Committee shall be those nominees vbo obtain the largest munber of votes and an absolute 

majority of the votes of the representatives of States Parties present and voting. 

5. (!:_) The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of tour years. Hovever, 

the terms of nine ot the members elected at the first election shall expire at the end ot tvo 

years; immediately after the first election the names ot these nine members shall be chosen 

by lot by the Cba:trman of the Committee. 

(~) For the tilling of casual vacancies, the State Party vbose expert b&s ceased to 

function as a member ot tbe Committee shall appoint another expert from 81110Dg its nationals, 

subject to the approval ot the Coamittee, 

6. States Parties sba:l.l be. responsible tor the expenses ot the members of the Conwittee 

vhile they are in pertormance ot CODlll.ittee duties. 

Article 9 

l. States Parties undertake to submit to the Secretary-General ot the United Nations, tor 

co!lllid.eration by the Committee, a report on tbe legislative, judicial, administrative or other 

measures vhich they have adopted and vhich give .ettect to the provisions of this Convention: 

(!,) vithin one year atter the entry into force ot the convention tor the State concerned; and 

(~) thereafter every tvo years and vbenever the Committee so requests. The Committee may request 

further information from the States Parties. 

2. The Committee shall report annually, through the Secretary-General, to the General Assembly 

ot the United Nations on its activities and may make auggestions and genere.l recommendations 

based on the examination of the reports and inf'ormation received from the States Parties. Such 

S\J8gestions and general recol!llllendations shall be reported to the General Assembly together vith 

comments, it any, from States Parties. 

Article lO 

l. The CoDDnittee shall adopt its own rul.es ot procedure. 

2. The Committee shall elect its officers tor a term of tvo ;years. 

3, The secretariat ot the COllllllittee shall be provided by the Secretary-General. ot the 

United Nations. 

4. The meetings ot the COllllllittee shall normally be held at United NatiollS Headquarters. 
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Article ll 

l. If a State Party considers that another State Party is not giving ettect to the provisions 

of this Convention, it may bring the lllll.tter to the attention of the Committee. The Committee 

shall then transmit the c=ication to the State Party concerned. Within three months, the 

receiving State shall submit to the Comm1ttee written explanations or atatementa clarifying the 

matter and the remedy, if any, that ma;y have been taken by that State. 

2. If the matter is not ad.justed to the satisfaction of both parties, either by bilateral 

negotiations or by any other procedure open to them, within six months atter the receipt by the 

receiving State of the initial communication, either State shall have the right to refer the 

matter again to the Committee by notifying the Committee and also the other State. 

}. The Committee shall deal with a matter referred to it in accordance with paragraph 2 of this 

article after it has ascertained that all available domestic remedies have been invoked and 

exhausted in the case, in conformity with the generaJ..1¥ recognized principles of international 

law. This shall not be the rule where the application of the remedies is unreasonably prolonged. 

4. In any matter referred to it, the Canmi.ttee may call upon the States Parties concerned to 

supply s.ny other relevant information. 

5. When any matter arising ou.t of this article is being considered by the Committee, the 

States Parties concerned shall be entitled to send a representative to take part in the 

proceedings of the Committee, without voting rights, while the lllll.tter is under consideration. 

Article l2 

l. (!,) After the Committee has obtained and collated all the information it deems necessar;y, 

the.Chai~ shall appoint an !!!:...l!es. Conciliation Commission (hereinatter.referred to as the 

Commission) comprising five persona who may or may not be members of the Committee. The members 

of the Commission shall be a,ppointed with the unanimous consent of the parties to the dispute, 

and its good offices shall be made available to the States concerned with a view to an amicable 

aol.ution of the matter on the basis of respect for this Convention. 

(a) If the Ste.tea parties to the dispute fail to reach agreement within three months on 
all or part of the ccmpoaition of the Commission, the members of the COllllDisaion not agioeed upon 

by the States parties to the dispute shall be elected by secret ballot by a two-tMrds majority 

vote of the Committee fl'cm among its own members. 

2. The members of the Commission shall serve in their personal capacity. They shall not be 

nationals of the States parties to the dispute or of a State not Party to this Convention. 

}. The Commission shall elect its own Chairman s.nd adopt its own rules of procedure. 

4. The meetings of the Commission shall normally be held at United Nations Headquarters or at 

any other convenient place as determined by the Commission. 

5. The secretariat provided in accordance with article lO, paragraph }, of this Convention shall 
al.so service the Commission whenever a dispute 81110llg States Parties brings the Commission 
illto being. 
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6. The States parties to the dispute sba.l.l share eqi:ial.ly all. the expenses of the members of 


the Commission in accordance Y.l.th estimates to be provi.ded by the Secretar;y-General. of the 


United ;iations. 


7, The Secretary-General. shall. be empowered to pq the expenses of the members of the. 


Commission, if necessary, before reimbursement by the States parties to the dispute in 


accordance Y.1.th paragraph 6 of this article. 


8. The information obtained and col.l.ated by the Committee shall. be mail.Iii avail.able to the 


Commission, and the Commission ma:y call. upon the States concerned to supp~ any other relevant 


information. 


Article 13 

l. When the Commission has ~ considered the matter, it shall. prepare and submit to the 

Chairman of the Committee a report embodying its :findings on all. questions oi' fact relevant to 

the issue between the parties and containing such recommendations as it ma:y think proper for the 

amicable solution of the dispute. 

2. The Chairman of the Committee shall cOllJlllUllicate the report of the Commission to each of the 

States parties to the dispute. These States shall, within three months, inform the Chairman of 

the Committee whether or not they accept the recommendations contained in the report of the 

COl!llllission. 

}. After the period provided f'or in paragraph. 2 of this article, the Chairman of the ~ttee 

shall ccmununicate the report of the COmmission and the declarations of the States Parties 

concerned to the other States Parties to this Convention. 

Article 14 

l. A State Party ma:y at any time declare that it recognizes the COCllPetence of the Comnd.ttee 

to receive and consider communications from individual.a or groups of individuals within its 

jurisdiction cla.iming to be victims of a violation by that State Party of any o:r_ the rights set 

forth in this Convention. No communication shall. be received by the Committee if it concerns a 

State Party which has not made such a declaration. 

2. Any State Party which makes a declaration as provi.ded :for in paragraph 1 of this article 

may establish or indicate a bod;y' Y.1.thin its national. legal. order which shall be competent to 

receive and consider petitions from individual.a and groups o:t individuals within its 

jurisdiction who claim to be victims of a violation of any o:t the rights set :forth in this 

Convention and who have exhausted other avail.able local. remedies. 

http:eqi:ial.ly


:;. A declaration made in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article and the name of any body 

establlshed or indicated in accordance with paragraph 2 of this article shall be deposited by 

the State Psrty concerned with the Secretary-Genera1 of the United Nations, who shall transmit 

copies t:t;ereof to the other Sta.tea Parties. A dec1aration ma;r be withdr~ at any time by 

notification to the Secretar;y-<l:eneral., but such a withdraws.l. shall. not at't'ect COllllllllllications 

:pending before the Committee. 

4. A register of petitions shall be kept by the body establlshed or indicated in accordance 

with paragraph 2 of this article, and certified copies of the register shall be fi1ed annually 

through appropriate channels with the Secretary-Geners.l. a:i the understanding tha.t the ca:itents 

shall. not be publlcl.y disc1osed. 

5. In the event of fa.il.ure to obtain satisfaction from the body established or indicated in 

accordance with paragraph 2 of this article, the petitioner shall. have the right to communicate 

the matter to the Committee within siX months. 

6. (!,) The Committee shall confidentially bring any communication referred to it to the 

attention of the State Party alleged to be rtola.ti.ng any provision of this Convention, but the 

identity of the individua1 or groups of ind.ividus.l.s concerned shall. not be reves.l.ed without his 

or their express consent. The carmiittee shall. not receive anonymous communications. 

(B_) Within three months, the receiving State shall subm.1.t to the Committee written 

expl.ana.tions or statements clarifying the matter and the remedy, if any, that ~ have been taken 

by that State. 

7. (£:.) The Committee shall consider communications in the llght of all information made 

available to it by the State Party concerned and by the petitioner. The Committee shall not 

consider any communication fran a petitioner un1ess it has ascertained that the petitioner has 

exhausted al1 a.va.iJ.a.ble domestic remedies. However, this shall not be the ruJ.e where the 

application of the remedies is unreasonably prolonged. 

('!l..) The Committee shall. forward its suggestions and recamnenda.tions, if rmy, to the State 

l?arty concerned and to the petitioner. 

8. !i:::~c. Committee shall include in its annual report a 8Ullllll8X7 of such communications and, 

where appropriate, a s\llllll18l"y of the expl.anations and statements of the States Parties concerned 

and ot its own suggestions and recommendations. 

9. The Committee shall be cClllXP6tent to exercise the :functions provided for in this article 

only when at least ten States Parties to this Convention are bound by declarations in 

accordance with para.graph 1 of this article. 

Article 15 

1. Pending the achievement of the objectives of the Dec1aration on the Granting of 

Independence to Colonis.l. Countries and PeopJ.es, contained in General. Assembly 

:..•esolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 196<>, the provisions of this Convention shall in no We.'3' 

l.imit the right of petition gra.oted to these peop:Les b7 other international. instruments or b;r 

th~ United Nations and its specialized agencies. 

http:PeopJ.es
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2. (!!.) T.1e Committee established under article 8, paragraph l, of this Convention shall 


:receive copies of the petitions from, and submit expressions of opinion and recommendations 


on these petitions to, the bodies of the United Eations which deal. with matters directly 


related to the p:rinciples and obJectives of this Convention in their consideration of petitions 


from t!:e i;;ili.:l.bitanta o:t: Trust and :Non-Self-Governing Territories and all other territories 


to vhich General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) applies, relating to matters covered by this 


Convention 'Which are before these bodies. 


()?) The COllllllittee shall receive :t:rom the competent bodies of the United Nations copies 


of the reports concerning the legislative, Judicial, aclm.inistrative or other measures directly 


related to the principles and obJectives of this Convention applied by the adm.illisterii:ig 


Powers vithin the 'rerritories mentioned in sub-paragraph (!!_) of this paragraph, and shall 


express opinions and make recommendations to these bodies. 


3. 'rhe Committee shall include in its report to the General Assembly a summary of the petitions 

and repor'.:;:; it has received from United Nations bodies, and the e:xpressions of opinion aM 

recommendations of' the Committee relating to the said petitions and reports. 

4. The Committee shall request from the Secretary-General of the United Nations all information 

relevant to the obJectives of this Comrention and available to him regarding the Territqries 

nentioned in paragraph 2 (!,) of this article. 

Article 16 

The provisions of this Convention concerning the settlement of disputes or complaints 

sb.a.ll be applied. •.iithout prejudice to other procedures f'or settling disputes or coniplaints in 

tl::e f'ield of discrim.ination laid down in the constituent instru:ments of, or in conventions 

adopted by, the United 1"6.tions and its specialized agencies, and shall not prevent the States 

Parties from having recourse to other procedures tor settling a dispute in accordance vi'th 

general. or special internatioml agreements in force between thea. 

PAM' III 

Article 17 

l. This Convention is open for sigmture by any State Member of the .United Nations or member 

of cn;y o-r its Gpacia.lized agencies, by any State Party to tho.Statute ot tbe Intermtioml COllrt 

of Justice, and by any other State which bas been in:v1ted by the General. Assembly of the United 

;:s.t:l.ollS to become a ?arty to this Convention. 

2. ZLis Convention is subJect to ratification. Instru:ments of rat11'1cat1on sball be deposited 

with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

Article l8 

l. 'l"~.i~ Convention shall. be open to acceasion by any State referred to in article l7, 

pa.ragrc.:>?1 l, of the Convention. 
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2. Accession shall be ef'i'ected by the deposit o:f an instrument o:f accession with the 

Secretary-General. of the United ?l'a.tions. 

Artic1e 19 

l. This Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth da,y after the date of the deposit 

Wi'.;::i the Secretary-General. of the United Nations of the twenty-seventh instrument of 

~ati:fic~tion or instrument of a.ccession. 

2. For ea.ch State ratifying this Convention or acceding to it after the deposit of the 

twenty-seventh instrument of ratification or instrument of accession, the Convention shall 

enter into :force on the thirtieth day a.tter the date of the deposit of its own instrument o:f 

ratification or instrument of accession. 

Article 20 

l. The Secretary-General. of' the United ?l'ations shal.l receive and circulate to al.l States which 

are or r;:w.;y become Parties to this Convention reservations made by Sta.tea at the time of 

rs.ti:fica.tion or a.ccession. Any State which objects to the reservation shall, within a. period of 

ninety da;ys t"rom the date of the said canmunication, notify the Secretary-General. that it does 

not accept it, 

2. A reservation incQ;llJ;latib1e with the object and purpose of' this Convention shall not be 

parmi-:.·:.ed, nor shall a reservation the e:f':f'ect of which would inhibit the operation of' any of 

the bodies established by this Convention be allowed. A reservation shal.l be considered 

incQ.'ll1?8.tib1e ar inhibitive if' a.t lea.st two-thirds of' the States Parties to this Convention 

object to it. 

3, Reservations may be withdrawn a.t any time by notification to this effect addressed to the 

Seorete.ry-Genera.l. Such notification shall take effect on the date on which it is received. 

Article 21 

A Sta.te Party mq denounce this Convention by wr1tten notification to the Secretary-General 

of' the United ?l'a.tions. Denunciation shall take ef'f'ect one year after the date of receipt of 

the notification by the Secretary-G«lera.l. 

Article 22 

Any dispute between tllO or more States Parties with respect to the interpretation or 

application of' this Convention, which is not settled by negotiation or by the procedures 

expressly provided for in this Conventioo, shall, a.t the request of' any of' the parties to the 

dispute, be referred to the Interna.tional. Court of Justice :for decision, unless the disputants 

agree to another mode of sett1ement. 

Article 23 

l. .:-. reguest for the revidon of' thia Convention may be made a.t any time. by any State Party 

by ;::.e;..,•.s ot a notification in writing addressed to the Secretary-General. of the united ?l'a.tions. 
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2. The General Assembly of the United Nations shall decide upon the steps, if sny, to be taken 

in respect of such a request. 

Article 24 

The Secretary--General of the United Nations shall. inform a.ll States referred to in 

article 17, paragraph l, of this Convention of: the following particulars: 

(;!!:) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under articles 17 and 18; 

(!;!) The date of entry into force of: this Convention under article 19; 

(£.) Communications and declarations received under articles 14, 20 and 2}; 

(9;) Denunciations under article 2l.. 

Article 25 

l· This Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are 

equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the United Nations. 

2. The Secretary--Oe:neral of the United Nations sha.l.l transmit certified copies of this 

Convention to a.l.l States belonging to any.of the categories mentioned in article 17, 

;paragraph l, of the Convention. 

IN FAI'.al WliEI!l!:o:? the undersigned, beilJS duly authorized thereto by their respective 

Governments, have signed the present Convention, opened for signature at New York, on the 

seventh day of ?..:arch, one thousand Dine hundred and sixty-six. 

NOTE:  English text will be printed in this publication. 
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